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Tips for getting started as a citizen 

scientist!  

1. Go for a walk in your school yard or encourage your 

students to look for pollinators in their gardens. Try to 

spot at least 5 species every time you go for a walk!  

2. Look down low (under logs and leaves), and look up 

high (in trees on leaves and branches) 

3. Citizen science walks can take as long as you like. This 

could be a 5-minute activity tagged onto the end of 

recess, or you can spend the whole afternoon outdoors!  

4. Don’t be put off by the weather. If you go on a bug hunt in the rain, it can be much 

easier to spot animals such as worms!  

5. Take photos while out for a walk, but don’t upload them until you get home. Just enjoy 

your time in nature! 

6. Download a free citizen science app, such as iNaturalist, bumblebee watch or 

NatureLynx 

7. You don’t need to be an expert to look for species. When you submit a sighting to 

iNaturalist, you will be given a list of suggested species based on the photo and location, 

and your sighting will be verified by others. 

8. Did you know that citizen science has great ties to the Alberta curriculum?  

• Grade 3 – animal life cycles, global citizenship 

• Grade 6 – trees and forests, citizens participating in decision making 

• Grade 7 – interactions and ecosystems 

• Grade 9 – biological diversity 

9. You can encourage pollinators into your school yard and garden by building simple ‘bug 

hotels’. These can easily be constructed with recycled and natural materials. 

10. In collaboration with CPAWS, Green Calgary offers citizen science programs for schools. 

Check out our website for more details: https://www.greencalgary.org/green-

kids/citizen-science  
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