Fact Sheet:
Fluorescent Lighting
Waste
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UPGRADES

Upgrading from T12s to T8s almost always requires ballast upgrading. Older TI2 setups were primarily
on magnetic ballasts but the more efficient, quieter and lighter electronic ballasts have become the
standard. The electronic ballast has no hum, no flicker, and has lower power loss. The typical electronic
ballast should last upwards of 25 years. It should be noted that the old ballasts can be recycled.

ProPER DisPosAL
* There are safe and effective disposal methods for recycling spent tubes. A number of companies
specialize in the full-service recycling of spent tubes, recycling 98% of the contents of the tube, while

other companies distribute “bulb eaters” that are specially designed to safely removing over 95% of the
mercury and phosphor dust.

Both of these options reduce the environmental and health risks associated with improperly disposing of
spent fluorescent tubes.




For a list of fluorescent tube recyclers please visit our online recycling directory. For further
information please email Green Calgary’s Commercial Environmental Services program or visit
our website.

REFERENCES
| Source: BC Hydro

http://www.bchydro.com/powersmart/technology _tips/buying guides/lighting/full_size fluorescent lamps.
html (Last Accessed Aug 3, 2009).

2 Source: Fluorescent Lamp Stewardship Initiative

http://www.environment.gov.ab.ca/info/library/6344.pdf (Last Accessed Aug 3, 2009).

CLEAN CALGARY ASSOCIATION


http://www.greencalgary.org/businesses/commercial-environmental-services/online-recycling-directory/
mailto:sarah@greencalgary.org
http://www.greencalgary.org
http://www.bchydro.com/powersmart/technology_tips/buying_guides/lighting/full_size_fluorescent_lamps.html 
http://www.bchydro.com/powersmart/technology_tips/buying_guides/lighting/full_size_fluorescent_lamps.html 
http://www.environment.gov.ab.ca/info/library/6344.pdf

