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REesouRrces: ELECTRONICS

Problems with Electronic Waste

Hazardous substances (i.e. lead, cadmium, and mercury) in electronics can:

Leach into groundwater, contaminating drinking water, invading fish populations, wildlife habitat, and
potentially enter the human population.

Lead to increased human exposure causing subtle neurobehavioural effects for lead, chronic kidney damage
for cadmium, and sensory or neurological impairments for mercury.2

Electronics Stewardship Program

Alberta has started an electronics recycling program to help keep e-waste out of our landfills. Collection
sites and drop-off points for e-waste now exist across the Province. For a list of certified recyclers or for
more information about this program you can visit Green Calgary’s Online Recycling Directory, or the
Alberta Recycling Management Authority website.


http://www.greencalgary.org/businesses/commercial-environmental-services/online-recycling-directory/
http://www.albertarecycling.ca/

Ortions For ELecTroNIC WASTE
* Consider leasing equipment; this way when you upgrade, the old unit is the suppliers’ responsibility.

* Upgrading current computers, repairing broken electronics, or purchasing refurbished electronics/
computers are alternatives to buying new if the latest technology is not needed. These will save money
and reduce waste.

* Donate or sell your old working computers, computer parts, or electronics to local charitable
organizations.

* List it on the Calgary Materials Exchange website; another project participant could probably make use
of it.

* See if your retailer/manufacturer has a “take-back” option for their products.

* If you have no other option, take your used computers and electronics to a local recycler.

For a list of companies that can recycle or provide reuse avenues for your old electronics please visit
our online recycling directory, or for further information please email Green Calgary’s Commercial
Environmental Services program or visit our website.
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